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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREI GN. 


REPORT of the Directors of the twenty-fourth General Meeting 
of the Missionary Society of London, May 24, 1818. 
(Concluded from page 37, val. 4.) 


SEMINARY. 
[t is with a high degree of satisfaction that the directors are en- 
abled, by the report of their deputation, who lately visited Gosport,* 
to state, that the seminary under the direction of our venerable 
brother Dr. Bogue, now assisted by his son, Mr. David Bogue, is in 
avery prosperous state. Wetranscribea part of the report. 

“Your deputation has great pleasure in reporting the encouraging 
state of the missionary seminary at Gos Of the assiduous at- 
tention of the respected theological tutae 4 to the formation and im- 
provement of the minds of his pupils, they cannot speak too highly. 
His mode of lecturing on theological subjects, appears to them pe- 

culiarly adapted to impart information, to meet and vanquish objec- 
tions, to excite talent, and to direct every accession of knowledge 
to the great purpose of preparing the young men for the arduous 
employment before them.” They speak also in terms ef commen- 
dation of Mr. David Boge, of his qualifications for the classical 
branch of education, and of his useful method of teaching: and they 
observe, that the superiour attention now paid te the languages, pro- 
mises to be of great advantage ta these students who may be re- 
quired to translate the hoiy scriptures into the language of the hea- 
then. 

The deputation, together with the tutor, report very favourably 
alsoof the students—as to their acquisi then ar knowiedze. the cor- 
rectness of their doctrinal views, and of their decided piety and 
devotedness to the work of God. 

There are now nineteen students in the seminary, severa’ of whom 
will"probably soon depart to their various scenes of labour. 

It shou'd here be noticed, and with great t! hankfulness. that some 
of the students now at the seminary, as well as some whe have late- 
ly finished their studies there, had accepted the benefit of classical 


7 


*The deputation consisted of the Rev. Dr. Winter, the Rev. dohn Hom- 


phrys, and the Rev. George Collison. 
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instruction at other academies, before their adinission at Gosparts. 
and the society has lately enjoyed the services of some others, who 
have already completed their education. T hey receive it with gra- 


titude, as “a token for good,” that the Lord has inclined the hearts 


of pious young men, whose talents have already been tried and ap- 

roved, to devote themselvas to missionary labours, and to conse- 
crate to Christ their literary attainments, in order to promote his 
kingdom among the heathen. And they indulge the hope, that 
many more, in the various colleges and seminaries of England, 
Wales. Scotland, and Ireland, will be actuated by the same noble 
and disunterented motives. 

During the past year, the directors have sent forth into the field 
of labour ten missionaries;—Mr. Stallybrass and Mr. Rahmn to Irk- 
outsk;-Mr. Mercer to Trinidad; Messrs. Milton, Fleming. Beigh- 
ton, and Ince, to Malacca; and Messrs. Bevan and Jones to Mada- 
gascar; and Mr. Gyles, as a cultivator, to Otaheite. Eight of these 
brethren went out married. 


FUNDS. 

The funds of the missionary society form a subject which ite 
directors must ever regard with peculiar earnestness; and its in- 
telligent friends will fully share in their feelings. 

In reference to this important topick, the directors are sensible 
that they have reason, and they are conscious that they have the 
best inc'ination, to express their obligations to the friends of the 
society throughout the kingdom, for the liberality which they have 
always manilested towards it. The propriety of their making this 
acknowledement wil! not be considered, ho. ever, as lessening the 
expediency of their offering some odservations on the present state 
of their funds, aud on the relative proportion which they bear to 
the present and future operations of the society. ‘The importance 
of such considerations will indeed be obvious after the directors 
have stated, that there is a diminution in the income of the society, 
so far as it arises from annual subscriptions and other voluntary 
eontributions for the year just expired, when compared with that of 
the preceding year; and a still greater defalcation in the same source 
of supply. when compared with the proceeds of the year, ending 
April 1, 1816. That such would be one of the results of the serious 
Eitsicnes which have prevailed during the last two years, through 
the country at large, it was natura! to expect; and it leads the di 
rectors as confidently to jook for the return of former abounding 
liberality, in proportion as the pressure which has restrained it is 
removed; and that the realization of this hope is not of less moment 
to the progress of the society’s operations, than it is desirable to the 
feelings of its friends, the following observations will, it is presuin- 
ed, sufficiently evince. 

It was an expectation formed by the founders of the society, and 
Jong cherished by its directors, aud also one which appeared 80 rea- 
sonable that nothing but contradictory experience could have weak- 
ened it—that the expenses of our missionary settlements, and es- 
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pecially of those formed in countries where a considerable popula- 
tion is found, would be merely temporary; and that a few years 
would, at least, render the several stations self-supported. if not 
contributary to the expenses of spreading the Gospel embraced by 
themselves, among their kindred heathen. Thus, it was presumed, 
that the funds, disengaged from the earlier stations, would be appli- 
cable to the formation of new ones; and an unlimited progress in 
the society’s operations be provided for. without any considerable 
progressive angmentation of iacome. But this hope has not been 
realized inthe case of any mission yet undertaken by the society. 
On the contrary it 1s found, not only that the missionaries derive 
Jit'le or no support from the places in which they reside, but that 
their claims on the society augment in proportion as their families 
enlarge. It may also be observed (as it stands in near relat.on to 
the subject) that the families of the missionaries are occasioning 
further and very serious demands on the funds of the society, which 
are urged upon the directors with considerab!e importunity, not 
merely by var'ous missionaries abroad, but by their friends at home, 
andl which, if met, even to a limited extent, will, from the large and 
increasing number of those to whom they refer. become aheavy and 


' growing charge upon them. These circumstances afford weighty 


points of consideration to the members of the society at large; and 


_ they impose upon the directors the necessity of distinguishing, in 


their estimates of the expenses and income of the institution between 
those charges which, arising from the missions already established, 
must be considered as permanent, and those which, depending on 
the undertaking of new missions, may be regarded as conditional, 
or contingent. The charges of the first class, while they are per- 
emptory, as having the force of positive engagements, to which all 
the resources of the society are pledged, are already of a very great 
ainount; and they will be augmented every year by each new mis- 
sion,in which expenses of the latter class are incurred. Indeed, it 
may be stated, as a point not to be viewed with indifference, that, 
added to the cost of the education of the students already engaged, 
and the charges of management, (which must also be considered of 
the sarne class,) the actual amount of this division in the expendi- 
ture of the society, during the last year, amounts to three-fourths 
of its revenues from ordinary sources. It follows, therefore, that 
lunitations are approaching, and that not slowly, to the extension 
of the society’s operations, which will ill comport with the enlarg- 
ed and benevolent hopes and expectations of its members; or that 
the reserved funds, which afford solidity to the system, must be 
progressively absorbed, ualess the growing disproportion be checked 
‘vy a decrease in the expenditure of the existing missions, or by a 
renewed and progressive advance in the income of the society. It 
will be the duty of the directors to do every thing ia their power 
consistently to economize, as well as enlarge the tunds; but in the 
latter of these labours, especially, they must chiefly rely, in due 
dependence on Divine Providence, on the zeal and energy of their 
christian brethren through the united kingdom by whem re instite- 
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tion has been founded and is supported. And it is in order to show 
to their constituents in every part of the country, more clearly than 
they would most probably otherwise apprehend :t, the need which 

really exists, not merely for the continuance, but the augmentation 
of liberality, that this view of the financial prospects of the society 
has been given by the directors; judging that, as their close inspec- 
tion of its affairs causes them to foresee the adv ancing evil, it is their 
duty to give timely notice of it to the members at "lessens in order 
that, by their zealous efforts in supporting the funds, they may. cuun- 
teract its silent though certain operation. 

It is besides proper, on the part of the directors, not longer to 
defer placing before the society at large a view of its financial pros- 
pects. inasmuch as mistaken opinions of an existing superfluity 
have been formed, and objections founded on them have been avow- 
ediy urged for the purpose of restricting the liberality of the reli- 
gious publick. 

As to the means of effecting the desired end, the directors cannot 
but look with earnestness to the increase of voluntary associations 
throughout the country. Experience bas proved such associations 
to be among the most effective means of replenishing the funds of 
all institutions of magnitude which have been called into action. 
Nor is the value of the principle on which they are founded to be 
estimated by its influence in merely a pecuniary respect, important 
as that is, itis of still hicher utility, as a source of those feelings 
of interest in the object itself, which are best maintained by a visi- 
ble relation to the instruments and measures by which that object is 
promoted. It enlarges the sphere of the privileges of the great 
christian community: it makes a personal co-operation in the mea- 
sures by which the gospel! of Jesus Christ is to be promoted, the 
happiness and the honour of the many, which, till of late years, 
were regarded as the exc'usive property of the few: and as it pre- 
clades no rank, so it debars no age from that distinction. There is 
also another ground on which a zealous activity in the formation of 
auxiliary institutions may be pressed on the friends of the missiona- 

ry society:—t! atit is necessary, in order to preserve the just pro- 
portion between the progress of our society and that of others fol- 
lowing tn the same career of chris tian » phifa nthropy, whose energy 
and activity in appiying the principle to their respective institu- 
tions, ought not enly to be admired. but also imitated. 

Leaving with their zealous friends these observations, the direc- 
tors beg to assure them, that no inference resulting from them shall 
induce them to relax in their best endeavours to fulfil, to their great- 
est extent. the hopes and expectations of the society, in carrying 
into effect the plans already formed for new and interesting mis- 
sions, and in embracing those farther opportunities which the great 
head of the church may open to them, relying on his continued fa- 
vour, and the aifeetionate support of British christians. 

Having recited the proceedings of this society, in the great work 
of evangelizing the heathen, we cannot refrain from expressing our 
unfeigued pleasure in witnessing the progress and success of other 
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zocieties in our own country, and abroad. We perceive with delight 
the zeal with which they are animated, the liberality with which 


they are supported, and the blessed effects which have already at- 


tended their labours. The great object, which for many ages and 
generations seemed to be unnoticed, or was thought anattainable, 
has now taken ful! possession of the minds of our fellow christians, 
of almost all denominations; and we hope will become a kind of 
national—of universal concern. We cannot, therefore, but in- 
dulze the hope, that the glorious season, long predicted, is at hand, 
when the name of Jesus shall be exalted in every land, and by every 
tongue. 

Whilst the directors reflect with pleasure on the extent to which 
the efforts of the society have been carried, and on the continuance 
of that efficient support which has been derived from the aevual 
subscribers, from numerous congregations; and the auxiliary socie- 
ties in town and country, to whom we most thankfully make our 
acknowledements, we beg leave to remind our friends, that what 
has already been achieved bears no proportion or at most a very 
small proportion, to the crying necessities of a perishing world, 
‘lying in wickedness.’’ 7 

‘The countries in which our missionaries are now placed, require 
many additional labourers. .India Proper, and India beyond the 
Gauges, as well as Africa and the West Indies, demand many, many 
more missionaries, there being almost every where a disposition to 
hear the gospel; while islands aud countries yet unattempted by us, 
Sumatra, Borneo, and Penang; Persia, lartary, Abyssinia, Egypt, 
Greece, South America—regions centaiuimg hundreds of millions 
of souls, excite the comimmisseration and claim the help of British 
christians, Let us, therefore, beloved brethren, steadily persist in 
the course we have commenced; and instead of relaxing our efforts, 
fet us redouble our zeal; let us abound yet more and more in the 
work of the Lord, for as our labour has nut beea, so are we confi- 
dent it will not be, in vain in the Lord. 





Extracts from the nineteenth report of the committee of the Reli- 
gious Tract Society of London. 

The number of tracts issued during the last year, uuder various 
forms, exceed three millions and a haif, of which a very considera- 
ble quantity has been gratuitously voted fur various purposes; the 
expense of whic», together with the loss incurred by tracts sold at 
reduced prices to hawkers, &c. amounts to nearly seven hundred 
pounds, 

These gratuitous supplies have been furnished te hospitals: to the 
army and navy; to the colliers on the Thames: to the crews of the 
four ships proceeding on the expedition towards the North Pole: te 
convict ships and to prisons; including a vote to the committee of 
ladies, laudably employed in instracting the prisoners in Newgate: 
to the committee for the relief of poor seamen; to the Guardian se- 
ciety; and to persous proceeding to various fo: cig stativas. 
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In the metropolis, the tracts have excited the attention of man 


Italians, Spaniards, Frenchmen, and Germans, especially the two 


former, who manifest great eagerness for them, as well as for the 
holy scriptures in their own tongue. 


n New South Wales three thousand tracts have been most glad. | 
ly received; and in a recent letter from theuce, your committee are | 
informed, “there are living witnesses of the utility and blessedn ess | 


of these silent preachers of righteousness.” 


The intelligence from India is peculiarly encouraging. The Rey, 


J. Hanus, missionary at Bellary, has remitted another sum of four 
pounds, from the tract society formed at that place. 


The increase of pious clergymen and zealous missionaries, has 


begun to produce an alteration in the state of society in India. Mr, 


Hands thus writes: “Europeans, as well as natives, and many civil ~ 
and military officers, who were formerly inimical to the capse of | 


christianity. are beginning warmly to espouse it.” 


At Madras a considerable number of resigious tracts have been | 
distributed, and more are called for. The sum of fifty pounds, for. | 


merly voted by the committee, for the purpose of printing tracts in 


the vernacular languages, will now be appropriated to that impor. — 
tant purpose, under the direction of the Rev. Messrs. Loveless and | 
Knill; and a supply of English tracts has been forwarded to Ma- © 


dras, at the expense of the missionary society. 
The Rev. W. Milne, at Malacca, by the aid of your society, con- 


tinues publishing tracts for the Chinese, which are sought after by 


multitudes of that nation; and there is good reason to believe, that 


many are carried to China by those who return thither from the 2 


islands. 


Boy 
4% 


The late Rev. J. C. Supper, of Batavia, who, shortly after the 
date of his iast letter, was called from this lower world to the man-| 4 


sions of bliss, has left a strong testimony to the utility of the soci-” 
ety’s tracts, which he considered admirably adapted to prepare the” 
minds of the Chinese for reading the Bible, and for the exertions o! — 
missionaries. In that letter he states, that, through the providence 


of God, he had been enabled to establish a reading society among 
the Chinese, consisting of sixty persons, who were supplied month 
ly with sixty religious tracts for perusal, which when read, wert 
circulated among their respective friends. “I am ready,” he adds, 
“to devote myself to the Religious Tract Society, as I have done 
to the Missionary and Bible societies. A share in your noble ex: 
ertions, I consider to be of more value than ali the gold of Ophir, o 
the riches of India!’ Referring to the grants voted by this society 
for Chinese tracts, (which now amount to nine hundred pounds, 
he concludes with the following encouraging words: *You indeed 
did well in so doing; and I hope Eternity will repeat, that you have 
done very well! If the Religious Tract society should be forgot: 
ten in the annals of this world, I am confident she will shine with 
great lustre in the everlasting annals of Heaven.” 

What a powerful confirmation of the propriety of these grants, 
#3 the parting testimony of a witness like this! Indeed, it is mort 
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than sufficient to silence chilling doubts and surmises, and to in- 
spire gratitude, confidence, and perseverance. 

From the Rev. Robert Pinkerton, communications have been re- 
ceived, furnishing an interesting account of the means used in 
Russia for the extensive circulation of religious tracts, together 
with extracts of letters from several dignitaries of the Russian 
church, bearing testimony to their utility, and encouraging a still 
more enlarged circulation, both by sale and gratuitous distribution. 

A communication from the Rev. Dr. Paterson, conveys the pleas- 
ing intelligence, that a religious tract suciety has been formed at 
Abo, in Fivlaod, of which the archbishop 1s the patron. Agrant of 
thirty pounds has been voted by your committee, in aid of this im- 

ortant undertaking. 

The religious tract society in Iceland, established through the 
influence o the Rev. Dr. Henderson, when in that island in 1815, 
has prepared twelve tracts in that language, six of which are trans- 
lations from those of this society. Some are already in circulation, 
an! the others have been sent to Copenhagen, to be printed in 
that city. 

For the very interesting proceedings which have taken place ia 
Sweden, your committee Fs to the report of the evangelical soci- 
ety, at Stockholms which, together with the extracts inserted in 
the appendix, will be read with the highest degree of interest One 
single fact they would, however, notice—that, since the estabdlish- 
ment. of that society, in 1808, it has printed no less than 1,203,750 
religious tracts, in the Swedish, Finnish, and Laponese languages. 

It gives your cuinmittee sincere satisfaction to observe the exer- 
tions which are now making in various parts of France, Switzer- 
land, and Italy, for the circulation of religious tracts. Several 
hig zhly respectable protestant clergymen have taken an active share 
in this work of faith and labeur of love; and your committee have 
feit truly happy in affording them all that encouragement which 
their limited means would allow. 

Nor will it be less gratifying to the society to learn, that, through 
the aid of sume highly respectable correspondents at Malta and 
Smyrna, measures have been taken to precure translations of seve- 
ral of its most useful tracts into the modern Greek, which are ex- 
pected to meet with a very extensive circulation; and your commit- 
tee deeming this measure of much importance, have veted forty 
pounds to encourage translations at those places. 

From Gibraltar it 1s stated, that there have been many proofs of 
the good done by the distribution of tracts, more especially among 
the soldiers, several of whom have beea awakened to a seuse of the 
importance of religion by their perusal. 

by information : received frem the Berlin tract society, your con- 
mittee understand tat branch societies have been formed at Mem- 
el, Grypswald. Gorlitz, Magdeburg. Coeslin, &c. and it is expected 
that translations will soon be made ia the Pulish and Wendisi fan. 
guages. ‘The funds of tnat institution being, however, inadequate 
to the extent of its operations, your committee have, during the last 
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year, assisted it with two grants of twenty pounds each; which sea- 
sonable aid has been most gratefully acknowledged, accompanied 
with the pleasing intelligence, that every month from ten to twenty 
thousand tracts leave the press. 

From a nobleman residing at Bachman, near Memel, your. com- 
mittee have been informed, that several tracts of this society are 
about to be translated into the Lithuanian language, by some of the 
clergy, for the instruction of their parishoners. Four thousand co- 

ies of “The Warning Voice” having been already published at 
MW ilsit, in aid of which your committee have voted the sum of ten 
pounds. . 

The total number of tracts which have been distributed by the 
Wurtemberg tract society, in two years, amounts to no less than 
seventy-four thousand. 

A small but active tract society has lately been formed at Neu- 
wied upon the Rhine, the operations of which have been aided by a 
grant of ten pounds. 

Many thousands of religious tracts continue to be put in circula- 
tion, annually, by the societies at Basle, Zurich, St. Gall, Lausanne, 
Nurenberg, Frankfort, Cologne, Rotterdam, and other places in 
Switzerland, Holland and Germany; in addition to which, several 
pious catholick clergymen are indefatigable in diffusing light and 
knowledge, through the publication of pamphlets, ofa smaller and 
larger size, written in a truly scriptural spiritand manner. 

To the island of St. Domingo, the publications of your societ 
have been sent by your committee, as opportunities presented them- 
selves; and one of the persons to whom they were entrusted, writes 
— It has always been our care to distribute your tracts so as best 
to secure their being read. We have distributed a great number of 
those in French, in Port-au-Prince and its neighbourhood, to per- 
sons who come to our house to request them”—and he proceeds to 
state, that, in these instances, as well as in country places, the 
tracts were received with the utmost joy and gratitude. 

The contributions which several of the auxiliary societies have 
afforded to the funds of the parent institution during the last year, 
entitle them to the cordial gratitude of the friends of the institu- 
tion; and itis extremely desirable, that individuals resident in po- 
pulous districts, who are frequent in their applications for gratu- 
itous supplies, should in each district form an auxiliary society: 
which, if properly conducted, would greatly strengthen the parent 
institution; and, instead of draining its funds, would replenish them, 
by an annual and increasing contribution; while, at the same time. 
it would procure a more extensive circu!ation of the tracts. 

Thus have your committee laid before their constituents the prin 
cipal occurrences of the nineteenth year of the Religious Tract so- 
ciety—and while “day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 
night sheweth knowledge,” so year unto year, revolving in rapid 
succession, and presenting wide fields for renewed exertion, “white 
already to harvest,”’ proclaims with an instructive and admonitery 
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voice, “There is yet much land to be possessed—work while it is 
called to-day—the night cometh, when no man can work.” 

Unimpeded by the obstruction which a state of warfare necessa- 
rily opposes to the prosecution of the foreign object in which this 
society is engaged, your committee, while they congratulate their 
constituents on the continuance of the blessings of peace, unite with 
them in gratitude to God, who bestows them; and earnestly hope 
and pray, that increasing means of support may keep pace with the 
gradual improvement of commerce, in order that the facilities which 
a state of peace mercifully presents to us, may, under the guidance 
and blessing of God, be strenuously, wisely, an. perseveringly im- 
proved, for the more extensive diffusion of the knowledge of the 
Prince of Peace, whom to know is life eternal, until “the kingdoms 
of this world shall become the kingdoms of our God and of his 
Christ.” 


Abstract of the Cash Account, for the year ending March 31, 1818. 


Total net receipts ° . ° 16152 0 10 
Total net payments - . - 6007 0 1 


From the Missionary Register. 


The Rev. Deucar Schmid has transmitted from Madras, unde: 
date of October 8, 1817, some information respecting Jerusalem 
and Persia, which he gathered from an Armenian bishop who is on 
a visit to India. : 


INTELLIGENCE RESPECTING JERUSALEM. 


E was lately in the Armenian church here, in order to see the 
worship of the Armenians. I witnessed there a very pompous 
worship: and stranger ceremonies, and in greater number, than I 
have seen even in Roman catholick churches. It is true, service is 
performed in the Armenian language, and a part of the scriptures 
is read: but the ecclesiastical language is that of the fourth and fifth 
centuries after Christ; and is, therefore, so different from that which 
is now in common use, that, as the Armenians themselves confess, 
the common people understand but little of it. They are averse, 
nevertheless, to a translation of the scriptures inte the present 
idiom; because the Armenian language varies according to the dif- 
ferent countries into which they are dispersed; and they consider 
the present translation of the Bible as the standard of their lan- 
guage. 

I saw there a clergyman in a very curious dress, who, as I heard 
afterward from John Shamier, esq. arich Armenian merchant here, 
was an Armenian bishop trom Jerusalem, who is come to India te 
collect donations from his countrymen here. I recollected te have 
heard, that you had the intention of sending your representatives 
in the Mediterranean to Jerusalem, in order to establish there, if 
possible, a Bible society. I requested Mr. Shamier, therefore. te 
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procure me, from this hishop, such information about the state of 
things in Jerusalem, as might be interesting to you in this respect. 
He kindly offered to introduce me to him; and I had accordingly a 
conversation with him on last Monday, Mr. Shameir being my in- 
terpreter. I found the bishop in a house belonging to the Armenian 
church, and in apparently poor circumstances. He had a black ro- 
sary in his hands. His name is Gregory. He has a long black 
beard, a benevolent countenance, and on the whole, a venerable 
appearance. The Armenian priest here, or vicar as they call him, 
was also present. 

I acquired, both from the bishop and priest, the following infor- 
mation. 

Besides Mahommedans and Jews, the following classes of chris- 
tians are living in Jerusalem: Roman catholicks, Greeks, Armenians, 
Syrians, and Copts. The most numerous among these different 
denominations are the Roman catholicks The discord between 
the papists and the other christians is as great in Jerusalem as in 
any other place; so that, according to human judgment, there 1s not 
yet a probability of uniting them fora religious purpose. The priests 
alone are provided with copies of the seriptures: very tew of the 
laity have acopy. Among fifty Armenian families, scarely one is 
in possession of a Bible. Scarcely the fourth part of the common 
people can read. Christians of all denominations would like to re- 
ceive copies of the scriptures in their language, and their priests 
would have no objection against it. The Roman catholick priests 
alone would probably not give their permission; yet many of their 
proselytes among the Arabians would nevertheless like even to bu 
their Arabick Bibles. The christians in Jerusalem would like to 
send their children to charity schools, if such would be established; 
only they must have the simple design to teach the children to read 
and to write their native language, and not to draw them away from 
the religion of their parents. The scriptures might be read in these 
schools; only there ought not to be any arguing about religion in 
them. A missionary of the church missionary society, who has 
only the design to establish schools according to this plan, to dis- 
tribute the Scriptures and to convert infidels, but not to draw chris- 
tians from their several churches, as the papists do, would be receiv- 
ed with great joy and respect by all denominations, (with the ex- 
ception of the Roman catholicks,) but especially by the Armenians, 
who would most heartily enter into such views. 

The bishop promised to write to his monastery, belonging to which 
there are ten archbishops and fifty bishops, to receive your repre- 
sentatives, if they come thither, with the greatest civility, and to 
assist them as much as they could. He himself will not return to 
Jerusalem before the lapse of two years aud a haif. He does not 
think that the Turks would hinder the establishment of schools for 
christians, nor the distribution of the scriptures. 

Are not these accounts, together with the consideration that an- 
nually 4000 or 5000 pilgrims visit Jerusalem, sufficient to point out 
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the holy city a fit station for a missionary, or literary representa- 
tive of the church missionary society? 


INTELLIGENCE RESPECTING PERSIA. 


But by far the most remarkable thing which I heard, is, that there 
is a number of about 80,000 persons in Persia, called Sophis, who, 
about ten or twelve years ago, openly renounced Mahomedanism, 
abolished circumcision, established separate places of worship, and 
adopted a pecul ar dress, to distinguish themselves from Mahome- 
dans. They are said to speak high!y of Christ; to revere the scrip- 
tures; and, on the whole, as the vicar expressed it, “to come into 
the christian way.”? They would receive copies of the Bible, and 
especialiy of the New Testament, with the greatest joy and grati- 
tude; and would support with the greatest zea! a!l attempts to en- 
lighten the Persian nation. They have their most learned teachers 
in Shiraz. They have a book in the Persian language, containing 
their religious principles, which the vicar promised to procure me 
for my perusal. 

Are these not wonderful accounts? Arce these not mighty calls 
to be diligent in the work of the Lord? 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 
OBITUARY. 
The last illness of the late Rev. P. Lowe, pastor of the congregations 


belunging to the Dutch reformed church, in Flatbush and Fiat- 
lands, Long-Islaad, in tne state of New-York. 


Mr. Lowe had laboured, for the two winters preceding his de- 
cease, under a severe cold. From the effects of this he never en- 
tirely recovered. The disease, however, which terminate! in bis 
death, had been preying for some time on his constitution, and 
finally settled in his under lip. When any of his frieads spake 
to him of this appearance he commonly waved the subject; but not 
with a view of removing fear from his own mind with regard to the 
issue; for, it was his fixed opinion that it would be the cause of his 
removal from this world. From the first stages of the complaint 
he never intimated a hope of final recovery. Notwithstanding, he 
did not refuse to make use of means. Accordingly he consulted 
with members of his congregations, and others, respecting the choice 
of a gentleman of medica! skill, and especially one who had been 
much employed in affections of a cancerous nature. His conduct 
in this situation displayed that prudence and caution which were 
prominent features of his character. 

In the judgment of man, had it been the will of God to have re- 
stored Mr. Lowe to health, his deep experience in the mysteries of 
godliness would have afforded matter of valuable instruction to his 
beloved flock. The trials and temptations through which he passed 
would have beena rich source o! comfort to the tried and tempted. 
He would have fed the lambs anid sheep according to his master’s 
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command to the apostle Peter. The clear and impressive views 
given to him would have enabled him to build up in their most holy 
faith the church committed to his care. 

These gifts, however, were not wholly lost; this light was not put 
under a bushel. 

During his iilness he preached the word, he reproved, rebuked, 
exhorted. He could say, “I have tought a good fight, I have finish- 
ed my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for 
me acrown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day.”’ 

About a year before his departure he was called to pass through 
a fiery trial. 

He had a clear view of himself in the law of Gol. Sin appeared 
exceedingly sinful. He was made to cry out with the great apos- 
tle, “O wretched man that Lam, who shall deliver me from the body 
of thisdeath!” The conflict was trying aud distressing. He, who 
had comforted many.needed thecomforts and promises of the gospel 
to be presented to his own mind by others. He, who had poured 
out his ardent prayers in behalf of the souls of the tried, now intreat- 
ed the prayers of christian friends for himself. Finally, he was en- 
abled to say, thanks be to God for the victory through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 

After this his heart was opened in prayer; the clouds were dissi- 
pated; the promises of God were no longer forbidden meat; grace 
was given hin to embrace anew the Saviour as he is offered in the 
gospel, and to bless God for the gift of his Son. Sorrow and sigh- 
ing fled away; joy and gladness and the song of salvation took their 
place. He was raised to the mount from which he was never after- 
wards called into the valley. 

For seven months before he died he enjoyed the high eminence 
of faith and consolation in the covenant of grace. The word of God 
appeared to contain truths that had heen concea!ed from him before. 

He, in ver7 deed, day and night read and meditated on the doc- 
trines of revelation. When refreshed by a tranquil sleep through 
the night, with his renewed strength he pursued his pleasing search 
in the scriptures. 

The prosperity of Zion, in any part of the world, or among any 
denomination, was to him like cooling waters to a thirsty soul. 

The Bible and commentaries on it, were the only books seen in 
his hands. Laying his hand on the Bible and addressing himself to 
a friend, “I have been thinking,” said he, of that passage, Exodus 
ili. 3. where Moses says, I will turn asideand see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burned. Of this miracle of divine power and 
goodness, as it regards the church in general and individuals in par- 
ticular, he spoke atsome length. ‘This subject has many charms to 
draw the mind into a train of pleasing and profitable thought. 

A friend of his youth, whose temples are now covered with silver 
locks, in prayer for him, suggested ideas connected with the passage 
of the children of Israel through Jordan whilst the priests stood in 
the midst with the ark of the covenant. ‘his type of the christian’s 
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safe passage through death was a pleasing and cheering thought to 
him during his illness. 

‘wo younger brethren in the gospel ministry having called to 
see him, a conversation commenced and continued fora “‘considera- 
ble time on some of the doctrines of vital christianity. He had been 
reading Dr. A. Clarke on the Bible. “I would like to bear the Dr. 
pray,” said he “that I might know whether he would pray as a 

erfect man or as a sinner.” 

In this agreeable interchange of sentiment and christian sympa- 
thy, one of “those gentlemen said to him, what do you think, in your 
present illness which is likely to be unto death, of those doctrines 
of the cross which humble the sinner and exalt the Redeemer. 

They are precious doctrines to me, was his reply. Being asked 
how he felt with regard to the sovereignty of God. “My views,” 
said he, “are the same as they have been.” He spoke at some 
length on these doctrines, acknowledging his own impotency as a 
sinner, and praising the free grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
exhorted these brethren to be faithful unto death. He never omit- 
ted this whenever he was visited by a preacher of the gospel. 

When he was confined to his bed, Mrs. Lowe sitting by him, he 
said to her, “you commit me into the hands of the blessed Jesus.” 
“I do,”? was a answer. “And yourself and yours,” he added. 
She replied, “I cannot suppress natural feelings’—*You must,” 
said he. 

Some evenings after, he said, “my exercises are not so lively, but 
I cling to that rock that is higher than I. I can do nothing of my- 
self.°? He wished the 11th hymn, 2d part, in the collection of the 
reformed Dutch church, to be sung. ‘The mercies of God were con- 
stantly on his lips. His sufferings were lost in contemplations on 
goodness of God, which he discovered in all his dealings with 

im. 

After repeating part of the 16th hymn, There is a land of pure 
delight, &c.he said to an old friend, * There is net a cloud hanging 
over my mind.’ 

Taking some medicine one evening, he made the observation. 
“they gave vinegar and gall to our blessed Jesus.” After praying 
for him, in which God had been addressed by the tender name of 
Father, he dwelt on that kind relation in which God stands to his 
people. This is the spirit of adoption, by which the believer cries 
Abba Father.” He requested the 46th hymn to be read te hin 
then with earnest desire he repeated these words: 


Come, sacred Spirit, seal the name 
On my expanding heart. 


“Ohad I strength, how would I delight te speak of the Kingdom 
of our blessed Saviour, and of his glorious attributes!” After a 
pause—*“But I know that nature could not support me. I who 
used to tremble at a leaf, for I had the weakest nerves of mortals. 


have enjoyed a steady aud composed frame of body and mind in my 
illness,” 
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It being remarked to him that his hearing was not so good, “Bless- 
ed be God.” said he, “my sight is good, and the eyes of my under- 
standing are clear. Ihave learned more in this year’s illness, than 
I-did in many years when in health.” He mentioned this to man 
at different times. The first chapter of the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians he wished to be read some evenings afterwards. When be 
apprehended himself about to enter into rest, he requested the 5th 
chapter of Ist Corinthians to be read to him. 

His mind continued calm and composed, though he could speak 
but litt!e. A friend saying to him, “I know in whom L have be- 
lieved;” Fear not. | am with you; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God;” he added, “Faithful is he who bath promise’. A few more 
strugy!es, and the conflict will be over. I shall shout the victory 
through him who hath loved me and given himself for me ” 

The perfect blessedness of the saints after the resurrection was 
mentioned. “Glorious things are spoken of thee, thou city of the 
living God,” were words which proceeded from his labouring breast. 
Some days after this, when he had received relief, a brother in the 
gospel ministry intimating to him that the symptoms of his disease 
were more favourable, his reply was, “How hard, when just about 
to enter the port, to be obliged to put to seaagain.”. When he had 
become worse, I hope, said a friend, you enjoy the peace which the 
world cannot give. He laid his hand on his breast, and directed 
his eyes towards heaven. At this time he could not speak without 


great exertion. 
(To be concluded. ) 


= —_ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FACT, RELATED BY DR. GREGORY. 


The following anecdote was related by Dr. Gregory, at the fourth 
annual meeting of the Blackheath Auxiliary Bible society: 


More than twelve months ago, I went, pursuant to the request 
of a poor but benevolent hearted woman in my neighbourhood, to 
visit an indigent man, deeply afflicted. On entering the cottage I 
found him alone, his wife having gone to procure him some milk 
from a kind neighbour. I was startled by the sight of a pale ema- 
ciated man,.a living image of death, fastened upright in his chair 
by a rude mechanism of cords and belts, hanging from the ceiling. 
He was totally unable to move either hand or foot, having more 
than four years been entirely deprived of the use of his limbs, yet 
the whole time suffering extreme anguish from swellings at all his 
joints. As soon as I had recovered from my surprise at seeing so 
pitiable an object, I asked, “Are you left alone, my friend, in this 
deplorable situation?” ‘No, sir,”’ replied he, in a touching feeble 
tone of mild resignation, nothing but his lips and eyes moving 
while he spoke, “I am not alone, for God is with me.”? On advanc- 
ing, [ soon discovered the secret of hie striking declaration, for his 
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wife had left on his knees, propped with a cushion formed for the 
urpose, a Bible lying open at a favourite portion of the Psalms of 
David. I sat down by him, and conversed with him. On ascer- 
taining that he had but a small weekly allowance certain, I inquir- 
ed how the remainder of his wants were supplied. “Why, sir,” 
said he, **tis true as you say, seven shillings a week would never 
support us; but when it is gone I rely on the promise found in this 
book: ‘Bread shall be given him, and his water shall be sure,’ and 
I .ever have been disappointed yet; and so long as God is faithful 
to his word, I never shall.” I asked him if he ever felt tempted to 
repine under the pressure of so long continued and heavy a calami- 
ty? “Not for the last three years,” said he, “blessed be God for 
it:’’ the eye of faith sparkling and giving life to his palid counte- 
nance while he made the declaration, “for I have learned from this 
book in whom to believes and though I am aware of my weakness 
and unworthiness, | am persuaded that he will not leave me nor 
forsake me. And so it is, that often when my lips are closed with 
locked jaw, and I cannot speak to the glory of Gud, he enables me 
to sing his praises in) my heart,” This and much more did I hear 
during wy first visit; and in my subsequent visits (for l am not 
ashamed to say, that often for my own benefit have I been to the 
cottage of this afflicted man) I generally found him with his Bible 
on his knees. and uniformly witnessed like resignation, flowing 
from the blessing of God upon the constant perusal of his holy word. 
He died with a “hope full of immortality,” and is now gone “to the 
rest which remaineth for the people of God.” And gladly would I 
sik into the obscurity of the same cottage—gladly even would I 
languish in the same chair, could I but enjoy the same uninterrup- 
ted communion with God, be always filled with the same “strong 
consolation,” and always behold with equally vivid perception 
sparkling before me the same celestial crown. 


————- 


From the London Evangelical Magazine. 
ON ADDRESSES TO SINNERS. 


Sir—In your magazine for last March, your correspondent J. D. 
in his fourth particular relative to the propriety of addressing sin- 
ners, asks the following question: “Has not a general address to 
men’s consciences been eminently successful in the conversion of 
sinners??? In answer to that question, give me leave to relate the 
following anecdote: 

About thirty years ago, I knew a minister who was called to 

. . 
preach probationally to a vacant congregation. After his sermon, 
a deacon of the church, an amiable man, said to the preacher, “Sir, 
I should have approved your sermon highly, had you closed it witl.- 
vut that address to sinners.” The young preacher, in reply, said, 
“Sir, | cannot preach a sermon without doing it.” He was, how- 
ever, chosen paster ef the church; when, seme time after, some 
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young persons giving an account of their experience, in order to 
their admission, one of them, the daughter of the said deacon, pub- 
lickly declared, that the Lord had been pleased to make that ad- 
dress, which her father had so condemned, the means of her con- 
She lived an ornament to her profession, and died happy 
in the Lord. The good deacon said, he should never more be an 
enemy to the free call of the gospel. 





From the Union. 
THE GRAVE OF THE DUELLIST. 


Who sleeps beneath this dreary mound? 
Whose ashes here repose? 

Say not ’tis holy, hallowed ground— 
There's blood upon the rose! 


Does there ahero sleep beneath, 
Some chief of spotless fame? 

The flowrets here no fragrance breathe— 
No marble speaks his name! 


Is it the lover’s withered form, 
That lies so dark and low? 

I hear no requium but the storm— 
No mournful sound of wo! 


Is it Religion’s humble child, 
That sleeps in silenee here? 
Around this spot, so drear and wild, 
I view no friendly tear. 


No; he whose dust is here enshrined, 
Possess’d a ruffian’s heart: 

No wreath, by beauty’s hand entwin’d, 
Did fame to him impart. 


Religion wept not o’er his grave, 
No friend his loss did mourn; 

He lived, of honour false, the slave— 
He died his country’s scorn. 
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